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send it to you, not to omit mastic and rods of brass and saddles
with all the harness for horses, because there are none here, and
some head-stalls and spurs with tortoise eyes, and some hoods
of Ipre [Ypres] sem maneiras (?) and decorated with crimson
silk. Further, I have to report to you that there is not such a
thing as a coverlet of Alemtejo or of Galveu [Galway] for the
freemen or beds and coarse cloth for the suits of the said
residents.
Also, sirs, there is no ink here or the material for making it,
and I ask you as a favour to send some or some of the material
for making it, and thread for the large fishing-net which you
sent here as a great kindness, because it is delicate and rotten,
and they cast it every day, because we have nothing else to eat
by reason of the Mouros having no meat.
Sirs, I ask you as a favour not to withold anything from that
caravel, because, in addition to our great need arising from our
lack of the said articles and from the daily use of them, our
people here are very few in number among many black men
apart from those I daily expect from traffic, for the people of
this land are close by and they arrive daily, and we are exposed
to danger from the slaves since we are so few. Also I ask you as
a favour to send the ship or ships with the equipment at once
and speedily, because in addition to the aforesaid reasons, the
negroes are dying and many are lost, for there are many here,
and more in the winter, and we recommend you in your favour
to see that they bring sufficient water. From Arguim, on 9
November 1510.
Francisco de Almada
Gon9alo de Villalobos
Whereas, sirs, I tell you at the beginning of this letter that I
still have one hundred and thirty head of slaves, I have now to
notify you that, after this letter had been finished, I bought a
further thirty, who then came altogether, and thus there remain
in this house one hundred and sixty, apart from those which I
daily expect, because the Alarves [Moors] are all two days jour-
ney from this castle, which is the nearest they can be. There is
a great need of good 'abanas' and linens of Laquer, and there is